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A Sample Story The Once-Folded Certificate, Reviewed
Paragraph by Paragraph

Below is a hypothetical 450-word story, given in full first, then reviewed

paragraph by paragraph. The title is The Once-Folded Certificate.

Paragraph one, the walk home. The second—prize certificate from the math contest
was clutched in my hand, one corner gone soft from sweat. Instead of letting it rest
in the clear folder, I folded it once and pushed it into the mesh side pocket of my
schoolbag. The pocket was too shallow; a corner of paper stuck out like a small white
tongue. At the traffic light I reached down to push it back in. Three times. Review:
the word happy never appears; the urgency lives entirely in actions, clutching,

softening, folding, stuffing, poking out, pressing. The repeated press three times is
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the most valuable move in the story, writing both the fear of losing it and the urge
to keep checking it. Steal this trick directly: repeat one action two or three times

with small variations.

Paragraph two, hiding the certificate. Before going inside I moved it from the
mesh pocket into my Chinese textbook, between page 52. Last week I showed dad first,
and mom only glanced at it during dinner and said nice, and that was it. This time I
want her to find it first. Review: this paragraph does two jobs, moving the object
and giving the reason. Between page 52 is a concrete action; the cold response last
week is the motive, one sentence that explains why hiding matters now. Many drafts
would write I was plotting how to surprise mom, which shouts the motive as a
conclusion and carries zero information. The sample writes last week disappointment

instead, so this time behavior has roots.

Paragraph three, mom opens the bag. After dinner mom rummaged through my bag for
the school-home notebook, found the textbook, opened it, and froze. She stared at
that page for a few seconds and asked, when did you get this? Today, I said. She
pulled the certificate out, smoothed the crease, twice, then smiled, eyes narrowing,
and said, this paper goes on the fridge. I pretended to drink water beside her and
swallowed none of it. Review: two rounds of dialogue, the first asking when, the
second deciding to put it on the fridge. The verdict hides inside a decision, which
hits harder than saying you are great. Smoothing the crease twice echoes the folding
in paragraph one and shows mom treasures the paper. The narrator reaction, pretending
to drink, catches the pride through action instead of writing my heart was sweet. The

payoff is never stated; putting it on the fridge already says the effort was seen.

Check your own draft against four points: does each plot point own one detail, do
actions echo through repetition, are there at least two rounds of dialogue, does the
ending close on a decision or action rather than a summary. If all four hold, this

450-word story stands.
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