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Five Ways Surprise Award Stories Go Wrong

Mistake one: the certificate comes too easy. The story opens with it already in
the bag, so the reader never learns what the paper cost, and no matter how hard mom
smiles later, nobody is moved. Bad example: I got a certificate and wanted to
surprise mom. Fix: add one or two lines on how it was earned, with concrete effort,
like, for this mental-math pass certificate I did ten timed problems before evening
study every day, and every wrong one meant redoing it three times. Specific effort

gives the certificate its weight.

Mistake two: no reason for hiding. The child hides the certificate but never says
why, so the surprise becomes a random event. Some drafts write I hid it because 1

wanted to surprise mom, which is circular and explains nothing. Fix: give a reason
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that belongs only to this child, like, last time mom casually slid his sister drawing
under a desk mat after seeing it, so this time he picks a spot she cannot miss. A

reason drags in backstory and the story gains a layer.

Mistake three: mom recites lines. She finds the certificate and says, you are
great, I am proud of you, keep it up. If three different moms could say this line, it
does not belong to this mom. Fix: let the reaction carry her habits. Suppose mom is a
tailor; her first move is holding the certificate up to the light, saying this paper
is nice, thicker than the paper in the ring box your dad bought me at our wedding.
Suppose mom is neat—freakish; she puts the certificate on the table and wipes her
hands before picking it up. Once personal habits enter, the smile stops being a

template.

Mistake four: effort turns into a log. To show effort and reward, the writer
lists week one through week six, one line each, and the story becomes a training
diary. Fix: pick the single hardest moment and write it close, brush past the rest.
For example, only write the mock test in week four, hand shaking by question three,
writing 0.51 instead of 0.5, going home and redoing the whole set. One moment written

deeply carries all six weeks.

Mistake five: a forced moral at the end. The last paragraph says this taught me
that hard work pays off, and mom smile is the proof. If the earlier writing was good,
this sentence deflates everything, because it replaces what the reader could feel
with a lecture. Fix: stop on an action or an image. For example, the next morning the
certificate sat on the fridge door under clear tape, and every time I grabbed milk I
had to turn sideways to pass it. It takes little space and weighs a lot. Images do
the moral work by themselves. Use these five mistakes as a checklist when revising:
origin, reason, reaction, moment, ending. Check each one, and patch whichever is

empty.

www. vv99. net



