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A Sample Poem Under the Lamp, Annotated Section by

Section

Below is an assumed twenty—four line children poem called Under the Lamp,
followed by section notes. The first stanza is the kitchen: the oil in the wok
crackled / the smell of scallion squeezed through the door gap / a bowl clinked in
the basin / moms hands moved fast / water drops flew onto the back of my hand / the
kitchen was loud. Note: six lines of sound and action, no praise, every line short

enough for one breath when recited.

The second stanza is the lamp: the noise stopped / mom sat under the lamp / she
was mending my school uniform / the stitches were tiny / the lamp grew a little
quieter / the edge of the shadow was fuzzy / she bit the thread / scraped the thread

end with a nail / the lamp grew a little quieter again / on the homework cover / her
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name was written neater than mine. Note: eleven slow lines, the repeated sentence
makes the child lower the voice the second time, and the fuzzy shadow edge beats a

hundred lines of praising mom.

The third stanza is the smile: I stood at the edge of the lamplight / she looked
up / glanced at me / smiled / her eyes curved first / the corners of her mouth caught
up later / the lamp grew a little brighter. Note: the smile is split into four
actions, and the last line is true only inside the watchers heart; hold two beats and

stop.

Twenty—four lines in total, six plus eleven plus seven, right inside the twenty
to thirty range. When revising a childs poem, ask three questions: does the opening

have sound, does the middle repeat one line, is the ending smile broken into actions.
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