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Composing Her Smile: Placing Three Images into Poem

Lines

A children poem about her smile should not spend twenty lines saying how much mom
loves the child. It needs pictures. Kitchen, lamp, and smile are the three safest

images, and placing them at the opening, middle, and ending gives the poem a frame.

Put the kitchen at the opening. It is where mom appears most often, so start with
the sound of the wok, the steam, the clatter of bowls. Keep lines short, three to
eight words, so a child can write them and breathe naturally at the line end when

reciting.

Put the lamp in the middle. After the noise of the opening, the middle should
quiet down: mom sewing under the lamp, checking homework, washing fruit. Pick one
scene and write two or three details, how the light falls, how the shadow moves on
the wall. Repeat one line twice, such as the lamp grew a little quieter, and the

rhythm appears.
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Save the smile for the ending. Do not describe the smile directly; write the
moment it appears: she looks up, sees me under the lamp, and smiles. Close with one

or two short lines so the recitation naturally slows down there.

Line budget: twenty to thirty lines in total, six or seven at the opening, ten to
twelve in the middle, five or six at the ending. Pause one beat between stanzas and
two beats at the end of each stanza. Have the child read the poem aloud; wherever the

breath runs out, split that line shorter.
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