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Five Common Faults in a Childs Poem About Moms Smile

Fault one: slogans all the way through. Suppose twenty—four lines contain eight I
love mom and the rest are how tired you are or how great you are. Slogans are not
pictures. Delete them and put in one action instead: mom bending down to tie a shoe,
moving the tenderest fish belly onto the childs bowl. Fill the missing lines with

details, never with feeling words.

Fault two: forced rhyme. To rhyme, a child twists she smiled into the corners of
her mouth curled up up up. Childrens poems need smoothness, not rhyme. Read aloud and

cut any awkward ending.

Fault three: adjective piles: kind, gentle, beautiful, hardworking, all stacked

with no picture. Ask where can I see that for every adjective, then replace it with
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an action.

Fault four: every line the same length. Twenty lines of seven characters each
read like counting, and the reciter speeds up like reciting a textbook. Break the

pattern on purpose, and drop a one word line like silence to force a pause.

Fault five: ending with I love mom. The child suddenly raises the voice at that
line and kills all the quiet built before. End on a picture instead: she smiled, the

lamp grew brighter. The word love never appears, and the listener understands.
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