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Writing a Bright Little Poem About Making Mom Smile

For a lower elementary poem about making mom smile, the order is the opposite of
the middle school version: set the rhythm first, then fill in the deeds. The outline
asks for a bright, chantable beat, and the safest way is two or three syllables per

beat, short lines no longer than eight characters, so the poem carries its own clap.

With fifteen to twenty lines, split into four stanzas: four opening lines on
where the day tires Mom, written only as what the child sees, her changing shoes
first, sitting down first; five lines on me washing dishes, with the water sound and
bowls clinking; five lines on me rubbing her back, fists gentle, back round, two

reduplicative words are enough; four to six closing lines on her smiling face.

Placing the three images matters: dishwashing and back rubbing are deeds, one per
middle stanza, never mixed; the smiling face is the result, kept for the end, with no

smile word earlier, so the closing smile is worth something.
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Chantability rests on three things: short lines, reduplicative words, a little
end rhyme. Short lines are covered; use reduplicatives like softly, roundly, warmly,
two or three at most; rhyme every other line rather than every line, landing three or

four times on sounds like le, yao, xiao, and the reading feels smooth.

Have the child read the draft aloud. Where the tongue trips, cut that line to one
breath; where the child stretches a word on their own, the beat there is right, keep

it. If two full readings leave the child unstrained, the poem is recital-ready.

Final check: the wish to make Mom happy must land, but best unstated. Let the two
deeds, dishwashing and back rubbing, carry it, and let the smiling face speak for the

wish.

One more note on material: dishwashing and back rubbing come from the outline,
but each deed should use a version the child really did. Dishwashing can be the kind
done standing on a stool that still cannot reach the faucet; back rubbing can be the
kind done absentmindedly while waiting in line for the bus. Versions really lived
carry details; imagined versions leave only the name of the action. Before writing,

have the child retell the event once, and the retelling hands over ready—made lines.
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