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Between effort and understanding: four common flaws in

essays about making mom smile

Essays about making Mom smile usually fail not for lack of words but for falling

into four pits. Check your draft against each and fix the ones you hit.

Pit one, chores turned into a running account. Sweep in the morning, wipe tables
at noon, wash dishes at night, the day reads like a duty roster. Every event gets one
line and the reader sees no picture. The fix is to cut: keep one of three events,
then split that one into three small actions. Sweeping can focus on the reach under
the sofa, the broom cannot get there, you lie flat on the floor, hair brushing up

dust. One picture beats ten schedule lines.

Pit two, a smile turned fake. Mom smiled with relief, Mom showed a happy smile,

these two sentences appear most often and say least. The test is simple: delete the
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sentence and see if the passage still works. If it still works, the smile is not
doing any job, it was pasted on. The fix is to give the smile an action, Mom
straightens a crooked bowl while speaking, or turns off the stove halfway through

laughing. A smile growing out of events looks real.

Pit three, feelings turned into slogans. Through this event I understood mothers
hardship and learned gratitude. Nothing wrong with the sentence, but it is everyone
feeling, not yours. Real feeling carries private marks: you can write that day you
noticed Mom hands always crack in winter, she never complains even with a bandage on;
you can write that you slipped a bandage into her drawer. Once private detail

appears, slogans cancel themselves.

Pit four, effort and understanding disconnected. The topic asks how giving makes
me understand Mom better, and many students write both ends with no thread between:
dishes in front, I understand suddenly in back. Where is the thread? The thread is
tiredness. Write the tiredness real first, hands pale from soaking, back hard to
straighten, then understanding follows: these bowls are washed three meals a day,
three hundred sixty five days a year. Understanding does not fall from the sky, it

grows out of tiredness. Make the tiredness real and the understanding stands.

The four pits join into one sentence: events specific, smiles with actions,
feelings private, understanding grown from tiredness. After writing four hundred

characters, check each of the four rules, revise, then copy cleanly, and this essay
will hold up.
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