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A three step method for writing an essay about making

your mom smile

The steadiest structure for an essay about making your mom smile has three steps:
one event, one smile, one feeling. Many students cannot fill four hundred characters
not because they lack feelings but because they choose the wrong material. Step one,
pick only one chore. Do not stuff sweeping, mopping and dish washing into one essay,
that turns into a work report. Pick the one that truly left you in a mess, for
example making the bed for the first time: the quilt corners never line up, you pat
the left side and the right side bulges, and a sock got rolled into the cover.

Details like these make the essay real.

Step two, write the smile of Mom. The biggest flaw is invention. A smile appeared
at the corner of her mouth is a sentence every student writes and teachers are tired
of it. A better way is to show what Mom was doing at that moment. She was holding a

basin of laundry about to leave, saw the crooked bed, stopped, set the basin down and
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said, now our home has a bed too. The smile hides inside the act of setting the basin

down, and the reader sees it.

Step three, write the feeling. The feeling must not jump straight to I finally
understand how hard Mom works, that is a conclusion, not a feeling. A feeling is a
change: before, you thought making the bed was just pulling a quilt a few times,
after writing that paragraph you know that doing the same thing every day without
complaint is the real difficulty. End with this concrete change and the essay becomes

solid.

Arrange the three steps in order: paragraph one introduces the event, paragraph
two details the mess, paragraph three shows the smile, paragraph four shows your
change. Four hundred characters split roughly into eighty, one hundred fifty, eighty,
one hundred seventy. While writing, ask yourself three questions: is the event
specific, does the smile carry an action, does the feeling show a before and after.

Answer all three well and this essay will not be weak.

Two small reminders. First, the word reflections in the topic means the essay
must contain one paragraph of your own thought, it cannot be pure narration. That
thought paragraph need not be long, seventy or eighty characters is enough, but it
must come after the event is told; reverse the order and you are shouting slogans
before telling the story. Second, keep the timeline steady, either recall that one
chore as a memory or narrate that day live, do not jump between memory and present,

once a primary school essay jumps tenses the reader gets lost.
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