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Six Common Faults in Writing a Friendship Promise Story

Fault one: playing reads like a roll call. Bathing, feeling for fish, skipping
stones, one line each, and readers cannot remember a single scene. How to spot: read
the playing paragraph and count complete episodes. Only nouns and no episodes means a
roll call. Fix: pick two games and write the episode, who won, who lost, what was
said in the middle.

Fault two: the promise is vague. The whole promise is one line, we agreed to meet
again next year. No day, no place, no gesture. A vague promise is not worth waiting a
year for, and the reunion cannot stand. How to spot: read the promise line alone and
ask, promised with whom, which day, waiting where. If the three questions have no
answers, it is vague. Fix: fix the words to a day and a place, and add the pinky hook

and thumb stamp.
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Fault three: the year in between is blank. The paragraph before is the pinky
promise, the next paragraph is already next year, with nothing between, and readers
feel the two summers were pasted together. Fix: write one or two small things in
between, hearing the stream on a snowy day, asking grandma about the big rock. One or

two lines is enough, their job is a bridge, not a second story.

Fault four: the reunion pushes too hard. Crying, hugging, spinning around, and
upper graders smell the fake at once. How to spot: count the feeling words in the
reunion paragraph, more than three means too hard. Fix: trade feelings for an object.
The other side brings something from last year, or asks what happened to that fish,

and the moving part arrives by itself.

Fault five: friendship is stated out loud. The ending says this promise taught me
how precious friendship is. The story before has no place for that line, and readers
will not accept the sticker. How to spot: search the whole text for friendship,
precious, taught me. If they appear, they are stickers. Fix: end with an action or a
picture. The two sit on the big rock, each skips one stone, and the stream gurgles

on.

Fault six: details do not fit the age. A ten year old renting a speedboat on the
stream or filming fish with an underwater camera, details that do not match the child
or the village stream, and readers leave the story at once. How to spot: check each
detail and ask, could a child like this really do it, can this stream support it.
Fix: replace with things within reach, bare feet, a tin bucket, a straw hat, a bamboo

pole.

Check order: first see whether the promise has a day, a place, and a gesture,
then look for the bridge in the middle, then scan the ending for sticker sentences,
and finally check details one by one. Clear all six faults and the story has a

complete plot, real details, and feeling that moves people.
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