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Six Common Faults in Children Recitation Poems

Fault one: only feeling, no images. Lines like ah summer, how beautiful you are
fill the poem, while stream, sunlight and cicada song never show up, and only feeling
shouts. A recitation poem stands on images, and feeling hides behind them. How to
spot: count the nouns. If stream, water, stone, willow, cicada add up to fewer than
five, it is too thin. Fix: write the three required images in one line each first,

then add feeling words onto those lines.

Fault two: uneven lines. One line has five words, the next has fifteen, the
reciter cannot find the beat, and the audience cannot follow. How to spot: count
words line by line, and if the longest and shortest differ by more than five, it is
uneven. Fix: choose one pattern, for example plop plop stream water plopping to,

repeat it three or four times, and let the other lines serve it.
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Fault three: forced rhyme. To make every line end in the same sound, lines turn
into filler like the sun shines on the hill, the stream sings its fill, we are happy
still. How to spot: read the poem once and find any line written only for its rhyme.
Fix: give up rhyming every line. Use sound words and repeated phrases instead, like

plop plop, buzz buzz, come to the stream side, and the beat stands up by repetition.

Fault four: lines too long to recite. One line carries twenty words, the reciter
runs out of breath in the middle, and the break lands ugly inside the sentence. How
to spot: read each line aloud, and if one breath cannot finish it, it is too long.

Fix: keep each line six to nine words, and split anything longer into two lines.

Fault five: grown up images. Lines like the stream carries away the years or
sunlight welds the shadows, and upper graders cannot parse them, nor can the audience
of a recitation event. How to spot: ask a fourth grader what each line means, and if
no answer comes, it is too grown up. Fix: swap in things children see and touch,

pebbles, straw hats, water grass, dragonflies, the stone bridge.

Fault six: a slogan ending. The last line is I love the stream, I love summer,
and all the images built before leak away at once. How to spot: check whether the
last line holds only feeling words and no image. Fix: close with a picture, like
plopping into my heart, and summer begins to grow, and the feeling grows out of the

picture by itself.

Check order: count nouns for images, count words line by line for evenness, read
the whole poem aloud for breath and rhyme, then look at the last line alone for

slogans. Clear all six faults and the poem is ready for a class recitation activity.
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