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Five Common Flaws in Stream—and-Summer Poems, with Fixes

Flaw one: the two poems fight over the same image. Check: put the poems side by
side and count how many times the word stream appears in each. If both lead with the
stream and the counts are close, they are fighting. Fix: pick one poem for the stream
as the lead, compress the stream in the other to one or two background lines, and
promote summer light instead, such as light patches, tree shade, reflections on

water.

Flaw two: stacked adjectives. Check: count judgment words like beautiful, clear,
joyful in a single line; two or more is over budget. Fix: delete the judgment words
and replace them with one action. Suppose the original line reads the clear stream
flows joyfully into the distance; change it to the stream pushes fallen leaves around

a sun—-warmed stone pier. Push and around replace clear and joyful, and the reader
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concludes clarity on their own, which lands harder than being told.

Flaw three: a slogan ending. Check: look at the last two lines for sentences like
I love nature, what a wonderful summer, we should cherish this. If present, it is a
slogan. Fix: turn the exclamation into a picture still happening. Suppose the closing
line reads how wonderful summer is, let us remember this stream; change it to the
stream keeps walking while light sits still on a stone. The picture refuses to close,

and the poem stays.

Flaw four: padding lines. Check: ask of each line whether the poem still stands
if this line is deleted. If it does, the line is padding. Typical padding lines are
exclamations with no information, like oh beautiful stream, or the summer breeze
blows softly. Fix: after deleting padding, spend the freed lines on the leading
image, adding one concrete detail, such as sand at the bottom carved by the current
into shallow ridges. The line count is met and every line carries goods, only then is

the poem done.

Flaw five: rough for recitation. Check: read aloud and mark where your breath is
forced to cut and where your tongue tangles, such as a water sound colliding with the
water sound in the previous word. Fix: swap a synonym at the tangle, split the
breath—cut line into two. Read both poems twice; if the second pass runs smoother

than the first, the edit counts as finished.

Finally, a ten—minute checklist, run in order: one, do the two poems have
different leading images; two, is each poem between 10 and 14 lines with the counts
offset; three, are judgment adjectives three or fewer in the whole poem; four, do the
last two lines hold a picture rather than an exclamation; five, does reading aloud
twice run smooth. Pass all five and the pair of stream—and—summer poems is ready to
submit; fail any item, return to the matching flaw, fix it, then run the checklist

again.
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