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How to Write Two Summer Stream Poems: Image Roles and

Line Budgets

When you get the task of writing two poems about a summer by the stream, do not
rush into the first line. The most common failure is producing the same poem twice
with different words, so step one is dividing the two core images: in the first poem
the flowing stream leads and summer light stays in the background; in the second poem
summer light leads and the stream works behind it. Once the roles are set, the

pictures, rhythm and mood of the two poems separate on their own.

You can draft the division as a two—row word table on scratch paper: the first
row lists words allowed in poem one, such as stream, stone, water sound, wet shoes:

the second row lists words allowed in poem two, such as light patch, tree shade,
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cicada song, sun—hot railing. While writing, only take words from your own row and
delete anything that crosses the line. If you run out of words by the third stanza,
your observation is thin, so go back into the stream scene and look again instead of

borrowing the other poem words.

Step two is setting the line count. The requirement is 10 to 14 lines each, so
take 12 lines for the first poem and 11 for the second, one line apart so the shapes
do not look identical. Split the lines into four parts: two opening lines that carry
the reader to the stream, four or five lines that spread the details of the leading
image, two or three lines that turn to another angle or hour, and two closing lines
that land on a picture instead of a shouted feeling. Fix the opening and closing,

keep the middle flexible, and the poem stays under control.

Step three: write the leading image with verbs and nouns, few adjectives. Do not
write that the stream flows joyfully; write that the stream hits the stone and breaks
into a pool of brightness. The first is a ready—made cliché, the second gives three
actions of hitting, breaking and shining that a reader can see. For summer light, do
not write that the sun is brilliant; write that a patch of light moved one inch
across the back of a foot. The inch gives light a speed. That is what concision

means: not deleting words, but replacing abstract words with actions you can feel.

Step four is handling the relation between the two poems. The first moves from
noon to dusk, the stream as the main character and light trembling on the water; the
second looks from tree shade toward the water, light as the main character and the
stream carrying it back and forth. Both share one scene by the stream, each taking
half, so together they feel complete. The check: cover the titles and read the poems.
If they read like one poem, go back and re—-divide the images, deleting one duplicated

picture.

Finally, make two adjustments for recitation. A poem meant to be read aloud needs
pause points, and a line break should land on a noun or a verb, never on a particle,
or the audience loses its grip. Read the poem out loud once; wherever your tongue
tangles or your breath runs short, split that line or delete it. Read both poems

twice each and keep editing until they run smooth.
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