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How to Write a Stream—Side Summer Speech: Three—Part

Structure and Spoken—Language Fixes

The biggest difference between a class meeting speech and an essay is this: an
essay 1s written for the eyes, a speech for the ears. Ears cannot hold long
sentences, so before writing, build the three—part skeleton: the first part tells one
complete experience by the stream, the second part zooms in on one unforgettable
moment, and the third part lands on one insight. Each part does its job, and around

600 words is just enough.

For the first part, tell the stream experience in time order with three concrete

things: when, who, and what actions. A sample opening: in the first week of summer
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vacation, my cousin and I went to the little stream behind the village; he took off
his shoes and waded in to feel for shrimp while I stood on the bank holding the net.
Time, place, people and actions are all there, and the audience enters the scene in

two seconds. Keep this part at 150 to 200 words and do not waste words on scenery.

The second part pushes the camera to its closest. Pick one small event from the
experience that takes ten seconds to tell, then slow it down. Suppose the pick is the
moment my cousin slipped and sat straight into the water: the splash rose, his
glasses hung on the tip of his nose, he caught no shrimp, and he laughed first
himself. The way to slow down is splitting ten seconds into five or six short
sentences, one action each, so ears can follow. This is the center of the speech,

around 200 words.

The third part carries only one insight, no greed. It must grow naturally from
the moment, like learning from my cousin laughing in the water: when you play, do not
fear looking foolish, because the foolish parts are often the funniest and most

unforgettable. Keep the insight under 100 words, then go straight to the ending.

The opening greeting stays short: dear teachers, dear classmates, hello everyone.
Then the first sentence jumps into the scene, without padding like my childhood has
many interesting stories. The closing thanks stay short too: that is the end of my

speech, thank you. Front and back together should not exceed 40 words.

Finally run a spoken—language check with three fixes: split any sentence longer
than 20 words into two short ones; replace written words, like swapping witnessed for
I saw with my own eyes, or delightful for happy; add two direct talks to the
audience, like you must have had moments like this too. Read it aloud once; only

sentences that roll off the tongue pass.

One more note on rehearsal: after the script is final, read it aloud three times
before memorizing, and mark pauses in pencil while reading — half a second after
neither would admit it, one second after falling into the water. Do not memorize word
by word; memorize by the three-part skeleton, three keywords per part: for part one
remember when, who, actions; for part two remember slip, soaked, laughed; for part
three remember embarrassment, unforgettable. On stage, when the mind blanks, continue

from the keywords, which is far steadier than word-by—word recall.
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