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How to Write a Parent Speech: Structuring the Summer You
Took Your Child to Nature

A parent speech is different from a school speech. The audience is teachers and
other parents, and what they most want to hear is not how many ranks the child moved
up, but what actually happened that summer. When you get the topic The Summer You
Walked Into Nature With Your Child, first set the speech as a record, not a brag or a
pledge, and the draft will not go off track.

Putting the three required scenes in time order is the safest plan. The child
entering the water for the first time goes first, because it is the starting point of
the whole summer: nervous, hesitating, finally dipping a foot in. The order itself

carries the story. The discovery of a small shrimp goes in the middle. It is the peak
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of that outing, and the few minutes the child squatted by a stone watching the shrimp
work better than any adjective. The sharing on the way home closes the speech. The
child chattering in the car or at the dinner table about the creek pulls the topic

from the scene back to daily life, and lets listeners see what the trip left behind.

While writing, remember one rule: write actions, not evaluations. Do not write
that the child was very happy; write that he rolled his cuffs to the knees and still
thought it not enough, insisting on one more step into deeper water. Do not write
that nature is the best classroom; write that he squatted before one stone for twenty
minutes and called you over to look at a shrimp in the crack. Evaluation is a
conclusion you draw for the audience; action lets the audience draw it themselves,
and the latter always moves people more. Details do not need to be many, one or two
is enough, like the yogurt box with three holes poked in it, used to keep the shrimp.

Small things like that stick in memory after one hearing.

There are three lines you must not cross on tone. First, no comparing. Do not say
how other families children do, and do not hint that your own child used to fall
behind. Any comparison in a parent speech makes the families present uncomfortable.
Second, write the change in yourself, not a lesson delivered to the child. The one
changed by that summer was the adult first: you learned to squat down and look into
stone cracks, you held back from saying be careful, do not get dirty. Writing the
change on yourself keeps the tone modest by itself. Third, put thanks at the end, one
line is enough, thanking the school for organizing such activities. Do not expand it
into a full set of polite thanks to the teachers, since at a parent meeting others

have already said it.

Split the word budget like this: greeting plus one lead sentence about eighty
words in Chinese, the first water entry about one hundred eighty, the shrimp
discovery about two hundred, the sharing on the way home about one hundred twenty,
your own change plus thanks about one hundred twenty, seven hundred in total, about
three minutes when read aloud. A short parent speech beats a long one; three full
minutes is more welcome than six. After writing, read it out loud once and turn stiff
written phrases into spoken ones, for example delete moreover and replace all in all

with that evening.
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