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A Sample Parent Speech Broken Down: That Summer We Stood
in the Creek

The sample speech below runs a little over six hundred Chinese characters, about
three minutes aloud, titled That Summer We Stood in the Creek. Read it paragraph by
paragraph and see what each paragraph does; after each one the borrowable technique

is marked, and remember you borrow the technique, not the sentences.
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The first paragraph has two sentences: good evening teachers and parents, I am
Xiao Yu s mother. The school asked us to talk about taking our children into nature
this summer, I thought for a long time, and finally decided to talk about one single
afternoon. Its job is narrowing the topic. The commonest mistake in a parent speech
is wanting to say everything, cramming a whole vacation into one paragraph. The
sample keeps only one afternoon, and every detail later has a home. The borrowable
pattern is the last sentence: I thought for a long time and finally decided to talk
about one afternoon. Saying the narrowing out loud tells the audience what to listen

for.

The second paragraph is the first water entry. The creek was under knee deep.
Xiao Yu stood on the bank for ten minutes, took his shoes off and put them on, put
them on and took them off. In the end his father walked down first and reached out a
hand, and only then did he slowly put a foot in, and the moment it went in he shouted
cold, and after shouting he did not come out but moved two steps toward the middle.
This paragraph never uses happy, brave or growing up; it is all action: shoes off and
on is hesitation, shouting cold yet staying in is the change. The part to imitate is
letting the change finish inside the child s own movement; the adult only reaches out
a hand, never carries him in. The less the adult does in a parent speech, the

stronger the child stands.

The third paragraph, the shrimp discovery, is deliberately the slowest. Under a
turned over stone there was one shrimp, transparent, its tail flicking. Xiao Yu
squatted, his face almost touching the water, turned back and called his father in a
low voice, afraid of scaring it away. We found an empty yogurt box, poked three holes
in the bottom with a key, and scooped the shrimp and water in. The slowness is
planned: everywhere else runs at normal speed, only here it slows down, and attention
is pulled in. The technique to borrow is a close—up on one object: transparent, tail
flicking, two details are enough. Something concrete down to a number, three holes in

a yogurt box, is ten times more believable than a prepared prop.

The fourth paragraph is the sharing on the way home, on the bus. Xiao Yu leaned
by the window and talked from the first stop to the last: how many legs the shrimp
has, there were also water fleas under stones, next time we should go upstream to
look for crabs. He told it to a stranger sitting next to him, more seriously than he
told us. This paragraph proves the trip left a mark without you saying the child
gained a lot; he proves it himself on the bus. The borrowable move is letting the

child be the narrator while the adult steps back to the role of recorder.

The fifth paragraph closes on the parent s own change: after that summer, the
most useful thing I learned was holding back from saying be careful, do not get
dirty. Then one line of thanks: thank the school for organizing these trips into

nature, afternoons like that deserve more. The whole speech has no line of thanks for
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the teachers hard work and no summary sentence like nature helps children grow; the
conclusion is left for the audience. The place people copy wrong when imitating are
the last two paragraphs: do not take hold back from saying be careful as it is. That

is this mother s observation; you must find the sentence you held back.
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