KKREREAT: BETEHRBRBIERNORS S

KKK F WA AR IIA —FE . & FARRZ ZITR R A, KA A %11t
BT 24, MR ERBNERAE T4 ERRG & ER BRI ERIZAE, EkE
FERLRGLSR, AR B E Ry, B AN i o

=N FEM AL P HE R A . %7K N A SR I, U R AN ORI A, k. I
B e UK R, XA A Bl B e e — UORBUNINEHE R ), g R T
], AT RN L B, AR AR . RIS B R, TR
EECE U EWLLE R H, RSB B m AR, WA G BB
W T4

GIEaAE 45 Bk, AT, S PRAIRG, SEEING PR doe ANE, R
FARRAE 5. B K BRE R MRS, SMRE B ki = o dh AL, Mk %
B AR R /NN PR A N ISR, S ikl Ak A R AN R, R K TS
Ne @AM Z, — WA, Wi XYy G0 T =R, ARENE, XM N RPEHA—
S RTRY

R TA AR EANE . B, AEE UM AR B, s B 7 LT
AN, FKKE BARAT OB AR B KA . 26—, RS A CiA, ASX T
MM o A RPSR M EISCR RN AR T FRE A kA, RAREAE T BU /G i)
FNER M. ERESAERCS L, AR MRE. =, SmsE, —Iraw, Bireicas
RAEBIEIR], AEREIF RS I T ass s, ZKe BN ea il btk .

FROXMEHC: JF RN — A5 IAL N7, SR PR B 1)\, RN
BAWAE T, B N 2A—0 7, BErREmSulyd—oa —+%, 2RtasLhT,
SHik=ad e . FRAEE TR AL SR =B LE U N 2 B E W . H5E A S
i, JERE D SURS UTE,  LE st I, SR B IR AN OIS R L

How to Write a Parent Speech: Structuring the Summer You
Took Your Child to Nature

A parent speech is different from a school speech. The audience is teachers and
other parents, and what they most want to hear is not how many ranks the child moved
up, but what actually happened that summer. When you get the topic The Summer You
Walked Into Nature With Your Child, first set the speech as a record, not a brag or a
pledge, and the draft will not go off track.

Putting the three required scenes in time order is the safest plan. The child
entering the water for the first time goes first, because it is the starting point of

the whole summer: nervous, hesitating, finally dipping a foot in. The order itself
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carries the story. The discovery of a small shrimp goes in the middle. It is the peak
of that outing, and the few minutes the child squatted by a stone watching the shrimp
work better than any adjective. The sharing on the way home closes the speech. The
child chattering in the car or at the dinner table about the creek pulls the topic

from the scene back to daily life, and lets listeners see what the trip left behind.

While writing, remember one rule: write actions, not evaluations. Do not write
that the child was very happy; write that he rolled his cuffs to the knees and still
thought it not enough, insisting on one more step into deeper water. Do not write
that nature is the best classroom; write that he squatted before one stone for twenty
minutes and called you over to look at a shrimp in the crack. Evaluation is a
conclusion you draw for the audience; action lets the audience draw it themselves,
and the latter always moves people more. Details do not need to be many, one or two
is enough, like the yogurt box with three holes poked in it, used to keep the shrimp.

Small things like that stick in memory after one hearing.

There are three lines you must not cross on tone. First, no comparing. Do not say
how other families children do, and do not hint that your own child used to fall
behind. Any comparison in a parent speech makes the families present uncomfortable.
Second, write the change in yourself, not a lesson delivered to the child. The one
changed by that summer was the adult first: you learned to squat down and look into
stone cracks, you held back from saying be careful, do not get dirty. Writing the
change on yourself keeps the tone modest by itself. Third, put thanks at the end, one
line is enough, thanking the school for organizing such activities. Do not expand it
into a full set of polite thanks to the teachers, since at a parent meeting others

have already said it.

Split the word budget like this: greeting plus one lead sentence about eighty
words in Chinese, the first water entry about one hundred eighty, the shrimp
discovery about two hundred, the sharing on the way home about one hundred twenty,
your own change plus thanks about one hundred twenty, seven hundred in total, about
three minutes when read aloud. A short parent speech beats a long one; three full
minutes is more welcome than six. After writing, read it out loud once and turn stiff
written phrases into spoken ones, for example delete moreover and replace all in all

with that evening.
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A Sample Parent Speech Broken Down: That Summer We Stood
in the Creek

The sample speech below runs a little over six hundred Chinese characters, about
three minutes aloud, titled That Summer We Stood in the Creek. Read it paragraph by
paragraph and see what each paragraph does; after each one the borrowable technique

is marked, and remember you borrow the technique, not the sentences.

The first paragraph has two sentences: good evening teachers and parents, I am
Xiao Yu s mother. The school asked us to talk about taking our children into nature

this summer, I thought for a long time, and finally decided to talk about one single
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afternoon. Its job is narrowing the topic. The commonest mistake in a parent speech
is wanting to say everything, cramming a whole vacation into one paragraph. The
sample keeps only one afternoon, and every detail later has a home. The borrowable
pattern is the last sentence: I thought for a long time and finally decided to talk
about one afternoon. Saying the narrowing out loud tells the audience what to listen

for.

The second paragraph is the first water entry. The creek was under knee deep.
Xiao Yu stood on the bank for ten minutes, took his shoes off and put them on, put
them on and took them off. In the end his father walked down first and reached out a
hand, and only then did he slowly put a foot in, and the moment it went in he shouted
cold, and after shouting he did not come out but moved two steps toward the middle.
This paragraph never uses happy, brave or growing up; it is all action: shoes off and
on is hesitation, shouting cold yet staying in is the change. The part to imitate is
letting the change finish inside the child s own movement; the adult only reaches out
a hand, never carries him in. The less the adult does in a parent speech, the

stronger the child stands.

The third paragraph, the shrimp discovery, is deliberately the slowest. Under a
turned over stone there was one shrimp, transparent, its tail flicking. Xiao Yu
squatted, his face almost touching the water, turned back and called his father in a
low voice, afraid of scaring it away. We found an empty yogurt box, poked three holes
in the bottom with a key, and scooped the shrimp and water in. The slowness is
planned: everywhere else runs at normal speed, only here it slows down, and attention
is pulled in. The technique to borrow is a close—up on one object: transparent, tail
flicking, two details are enough. Something concrete down to a number, three holes in

a yogurt box, is ten times more believable than a prepared prop.

The fourth paragraph is the sharing on the way home, on the bus. Xiao Yu leaned
by the window and talked from the first stop to the last: how many legs the shrimp
has, there were also water fleas under stones, next time we should go upstream to
look for crabs. He told it to a stranger sitting next to him, more seriously than he
told us. This paragraph proves the trip left a mark without you saying the child
gained a lot; he proves it himself on the bus. The borrowable move is letting the

child be the narrator while the adult steps back to the role of recorder.

The fifth paragraph closes on the parent s own change: after that summer, the
most useful thing I learned was holding back from saying be careful, do not get
dirty. Then one line of thanks: thank the school for organizing these trips into
nature, afternoons like that deserve more. The whole speech has no line of thanks for
the teachers hard work and no summary sentence like nature helps children grow; the
conclusion is left for the audience. The place people copy wrong when imitating are

the last two paragraphs: do not take hold back from saying be careful as it is. That

www. vv99. net



is this mother s observation; you must find the sentence you held back.
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Six Common Mistakes in Parent Speeches: A Self Check
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List for the Nature Trip Speech

Parent speeches are short and the audience knows everyone, so mistakes stand out
more than in a school speech. The six mistakes below are ordered by how often they
happen; each one first replays what it sounds like in the room, then gives the fix,
and a self check table follows at the end.

Mistake one, reading a diary of events. It sounds like: we left at seven, arrived
at eight, played in the water, had a picnic, went home at three. The audience
remembers nothing. The fix is to keep only three scenes, the first water entry, the
shrimp discovery, the sharing on the way home, delete everything else, and change
time words from seven o clock to the few moments you remember best. A diary is not

wrong because there were many events, but because not one scene was enlarged.

Mistake two, summarizing gains for the child. It sounds like: through this
activity the child trained courage and improved observation. The moment such a
sentence leaves your mouth, every story you just told is voided, because you grabbed
the conclusion the audience had just reached. The fix is to delete every sentence
starting with gains, ability or quality, and hand the proof to details: the child

shouted cold but stayed in the water is ten times stronger than trained courage.

Mistake three, comparing with other families children. It sounds like: my child
is timid, not like some classmates who jumped right in. This sentence does the most
damage at a parent meeting; the family being compared feels it on the spot, and you
look like you are apologizing for your child. The fix is to replace comparison with a
timeline: he stood on the bank for ten minutes, and at the tenth minute walked in by

himself. Compare the child only with his own previous minute, never with anyone else.

Mistake four, a thank you speech that runs too long. It looks like the last two
minutes thanking everyone from the principal to the canteen staff. One line is enough
in a parent speech: thank the school for organizing such activities. Expanded thanks
dilutes everything good before it, and the audience patience for an ending is a dozen

seconds.

Mistake five, shouting slogans as the lesson. It sounds like: nature is the best
teacher, let children grow freely in nature. The problem with slogans is that
everyone has said them, which is the same as saying nothing. The fix is to shrink the
lesson to one concrete change in yourself: after that summer I take fewer phone
calls, because I cannot miss it when he calls me to look at a shrimp. The more
specific it is, the more real it sounds, and the more real it sounds, the more it

persuades.

Mistake six, running over time. Once a parent speech passes five minutes, people

behind start checking phones. The fix is to read it once with a stopwatch after
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writing; six hundred to eight hundred Chinese characters, about three minutes, is the
safest. If it runs long, cut the farthest scene in the second paragraph, do not cut

details.

The self check table before going on stage: one, does the whole speech hold only
three scenes; two, are there summary words like gains, ability or quality, delete
them if so; three, do the words other children or some classmates appear, change them
to a timeline if so; four, is the thanks only one line; five, does the lesson land on
a concrete change in yourself; six, did the stopwatch show around three minutes. Pass

all six and this speech cannot be bad.
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