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A Ready—-to—Run Stream Activity Plan Example, Reviewed
Block by Block

Suppose a plan opens like this: theme Look, Listen, Draw: a Day by the Stream,
time a full Saturday, participants one fourth—grade class, place a suburban stream
valley. The first paragraph pins down who, where, and when, with no warm—up talk.
That is the first mark of a plan you can run. Comment: the grade level decides the
difficulty of the task cards. Fourth graders can finish a five—-senses card alone,
while first graders need a parent beside them, so this single line changes everything

after it.

The observation block reads: at 9:45 the class splits into six groups, one parent
volunteer per group, four task cards each, all cards returned before 11:00. Comment:
this block is easy to write as lead the students to observe, which is empty. The
sample is good in three places: fixed group count, fixed chaperones, fixed return
time. The risk it misses is the meeting point. Stream valleys often have more than

one entrance, so the plan should say meet at the stone bridge at the entrance.

The sketching block reads: 11:00 to 12:00, boards set up on site, every drawing
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must show water and stone, and each sheet carries the name plus one detail the artist
noticed. Comment: asking for one detail turns copying into observing, and links back
to the first block. One thing to improve: nobody is named to collect the works.

Assign the art monitor to gather and number them.

The sharing circle reads: 13:00 to 14:00, sit in a ring in the classroom or under
the trees, two minutes each on one thing I found today, one recorder takes notes, and
the group votes for three best findings. Comment: the vote gives speakers a real
audience, and the two—minute cap keeps it on time. What is easy to miss is a channel
for quiet kids. Add one line: a student who prefers not to speak may hand in a note

instead.

The supply list uses three columns: shared, personal, emergency. The safety
section names two water—edge officers and a warning line five meters from the water.
Check your own plan against four items: does every block have start and end times and
a person in charge, does every block produce something visible, does the list say who
checks it, does the safety section give a real distance and head count. If all four

hold, the plan runs itself.
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