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How to Plan a Summer Nature Observation Theme Activity

in Five Steps

Set the theme and the learning goals first, then write the schedule. A theme like
observe summer is too broad. Change it to look, listen, and draw: one day by the
stream. Write the goals in three lines: each student names five plants or insects by
the stream, finishes one sketch on site, and tells one observation finding in the
sharing circle. Goals like these give the schedule and the final check something to

stand on.

Time allocation follows the rule of arriving early and leaving late. Suppose the
activity runs from 8:30 to 15:30 on Saturday, with two hours of travel counted
separately, and the group reaches the stream before 9:30. Nature observation lasts
from 9:45 to 11:00, seventy—five minutes. Sketching runs from 11:00 to 12:00. Lunch
and rest take an hour. The sharing circle runs from 13:00 to 14:00, and the closing
and return trip from 14:00 to 15:30. Every block has a clear end time and a named

person in charge.
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Write the schedule in three blocks, and give each block four lines: what to do,
who is in charge, what the output is, and what to do when something goes wrong.
Nature observation uses the five senses method, with one task card for seeing,
hearing, touching, and smelling, such as finding three leaf shapes or recording four
kinds of sounds. Sketching needs a drawing board, and the subject is free, but each
drawing must include one water element and one stone element. The sharing circle uses

a round-robin, two minutes each, with one recorder taking notes.

Split the supply list into three columns: shared, personal, and emergency. Shared
items include task cards, a first aid kit, whistles, and spare drawing boards.
Personal items include a sun hat, a water bottle, a change of clothes, and a pencil
case. Emergency items include rain gear, insect repellent, and plastic bags for

motion sickness. Mark each line with who brings it and when it is checked.

Finish with a safety section. Name two parent volunteers as water—edge safety
officers, set the warning line five meters from the water, and count heads before and
after every move. A plan written in this structure can be executed as it is, with no

need for the principal to fill the gaps.

Attach a one—-page parent notice at the end of the plan: the meeting time and
place, the bus plate number, the personal supplies to prepare, and the arrangement
for one parent riding along. The notice is not finished when it goes out; it is
finished when every reply slip is back. Call the families who have not returned one

the day before departure.
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