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Seven Common Mistakes in Descriptive Writing Lessons and
How to Fix Them

Mistake one: the five senses turn into a form. Students mechanically fill one
line each for seeing, hearing, and smelling, hit three senses, and the sentences stay
empty. Fix: every sense word must be followed by a concrete noun and verb. Heard the

water sound fails; heard the water slap the stone with a splash passes.

Mistake two: the model text is read but never dissected. The teacher reads twice,
the class reads once, lively but nothing learned. Fix: pick one paragraph only, then
run circling, imitating, and comparing. One paragraph dissected deeply beats three

paragraphs skimmed.
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Mistake three: the writing task turns into make—believe. With no observation
object, students sit in the classroom inventing I came to the stream, all imagination
and no observation. Fix: pin the object to somewhere reachable from the classroom,
the campus pond, the tree outside the window, the fruit on the desk, and require them

to write what is really in front of them.

Mistake four: the review is vague. Comments like vivid and lively amount to no
comment. Fix: score only against the three hard requirements of the task, copy good
words onto the board on the spot, fix one problem sentence on the spot, and students

leave with an actionable revision direction.

Mistake five: the lead—in steals the show. Video, song, and skit eat fifteen
minutes before any writing technique appears. Fix: cap the lead—in at five minutes
carrying two jobs only, waking the senses and naming the topic, and leave all

technique teaching to the model text block.

Mistake six: key point and difficult point blur together. The plan says key and
difficult point: learn description, one line, and in class the teacher cannot tell
whether students are stuck on order or on word choice. Fix: key point is observation
order, difficult point is making sense words concrete, each with one in—class check,

spot—check two students before the bell.

Mistake seven: the board is all teacher preset with no student generation. The
whole board is written in advance and copied once in class. Fix: leave one blank bank
on the board, copy good words and lines from student fragments during class, and
point at students own words during review, turning the board into a record of the

class output.

After class, self-check with five questions: how many characters did students
actually write, how many reported their circled words, did peer review really score,
does the board hold any student words, and were all three goals verified before the
bell. If every question has an answer, the lesson was solid; whichever answer 1is

blank, fix that one first next time.

www. vv99. net



