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How to Design a Stream Side Descriptive Writing Lesson

from Goals to Board Plan

Write the teaching goals in three lines, each one checkable. Knowledge goal:
students can name two ways of observing in order, from far to near and from whole to
parts. Skill goal: each student writes a descriptive fragment of about one hundred
fifty characters using at least three senses. Attitude goal: each student names one
spot on campus they would like to observe again. Goals written this way can be

verified before the bell, and the teaching reflection no longer runs on gut feeling.

Separate the key point from the difficult point. Key point: observe in order,
first fix the viewing spot, then fix the direction. Difficult point: turn the five
senses into concrete words and avoid empty adjectives like beautiful or pleasant. The
fix goes into the teaching process: students circle sense words in the model text,

then replace vague adjectives with concrete actions and sounds.

Arrange the lesson in three blocks. For a forty—minute period: scenery lead—in
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five minutes, model text twelve minutes, on—the—spot fragment writing eighteen
minutes, review and summary five minutes. In the lead—in, play a clip of stream
water. Students close their eyes, listen, and say what they heard. The teacher states
the point: you can bring scenery to life with your eyes closed, and that is what the

senses do.

In the model text block, take apart only one paragraph. Pick one that carries
both order and senses, for example a paragraph that starts with the whole stream and
then moves to stones and water weeds. Students use two colored pens, one circling
order words and one circling sense words. After reports, the teacher sums up in two

lines: order is the skeleton, senses are the flesh and blood.

The writing block carries three hard requirements: about one hundred fifty
characters, at least three senses, and one metaphor of their own. Partners rate each
other with stars on exactly these three lines. The teacher projects two pieces and

comments only on the three requirements, never on general quality.

Design the board plan as a copyable mind map: write stream in the center, two
branches on the left for from far to near and from whole to parts, five small
branches on the right for seeing, hearing, touching, smelling, and imagining. Before
the bell, students copy the map into their notebooks and can reuse it when writing at

home.
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