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A Live Review of a ’Mom Smiled’ Speech: What Moves
People and What Is Just Slogans

Suppose a speech titled 'Mom Smiled’ arrives in class, with the title 'Let Mom
Smile More Often’. Let us take it apart paragraph by paragraph and see what stands

and what is just slogans.

The opening reads: ’Every morning at 6:15, the kitchen sends out the sound of a
spatula hitting the pan rim. I know Mom is making breakfast.’ This opening stands
because it enters through sound, without first declaring that motherly love is great.
The audience is walked into a specific kitchen in the first second. The safest way to
open a speech is to give one image, one sound, or one line of dialogue. Never give a

definition.
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The second paragraph tells the moment: ’Last Saturday I woke up late, heated my
own breakfast, and wiped the table. Mom came out of the bedroom, looked at the table,
and said with a smile, My boy has grown up.’’ The problem is that it moves on too
fast after ' looked at the table’. My note would add one beat: Mom reached out and ran
her hand over the tabletop to check for grease, and only then smiled. One hand-on-—
the—table gesture is ten times more solid than ’she was very gratified’. The more
concrete the character’ s movement, the easier the audience plays the scene in their
head.

The third paragraph covers hard work: 'Mom is busy with her job every day and
still takes care of me. She works very hard.’ This whole paragraph should be
rewritten. It is all summary, with no detail anywhere. Replace it with something
like: suppose you saw Mom correcting documents on the computer at night, rubbing her
neck several times; suppose her commute bag has carried the same unopened bottle of
eye drops for a year. Details do not need to be dramatic. They need to be I saw it

myself’ .

The fourth paragraph is the call: ’Classmates, starting today, let’s do one small
thing for Mom every day: pour water, wash dishes, tidy our own rooms. Let Mom smile
more.  The structure is right: the direct address opens the paragraph, and three
actions are offered. The flaw is the extra sentence at the end: A mother’s love is
like a mountain. Let us be grateful and repay her!” That is a slogan. Delete it. The
last line of a speech should land on an executable action, such as ’start with

tonight’ s glass of water’, which closes steadier than a big word.

Two habits show up through the whole text: the word ’very appears four times,
and one is enough; there are seven exclamation marks, and three or fewer is better.
The verdict: the skeleton is complete, the opening and the moment paragraph are
usable, the hard-work paragraph must be replaced with details you saw yourself, and
the ending should drop the slogan and land on an action. Make these four cuts, and a

500-word primary school speech can stand on its feet at a class meeting.
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