5 “WGIERT " HARERAESRNLAY

“OER T XN, VLS, A EREEAT E KA. REAE
A, AERR T FFERTT. NI, B E A

Yo G —NMENFE. AFHFES W ERRE, AKaitoadTERk B o XM
ik, TP —WHa)s, FOEAMRIW. Sk WX — BN BT i 48
Tk, WIIEREE AR TS A O F b, TR TERARISR AL ADEEAEAN, B A 2

G AEUEEI e S R K. A IORR IR S IR R STR . B SRR
T7, BERGELLS . MBS BOE AW E S %, AR R, duk: HEM
=AY, BrERiis ERIELESY S AT sh B

bi=: BT RBEIAT . BAVEFHI, R — A Bak, BN
FNIE o ke JCARUCPR I TR A B4R, Bt < A BBUR IR BERE Y X =R B E &)
T YR R O M o SRR A R B R, Rl T R R

Gily: WEEHERZ . Ik “SREZMIFEZEAD” . whia) “RSAAI0 7, g5 ik
M, R B =, W AR =R T Bk WP R Ik, BHEAR BT SR, IiSE A%
PEARSE, AR

Gidi: JPRSCURRIERE . “RFZ @ NI RI PG 7 RIS, 2285
WSSO T Bk HB—rEZ s, o “WERM_LIuRl, WK iie4s, b
B ORI o st Nkl JEBELEWT AR A O

HANUP R SR B, W “IRHEERAAENN” s FiEEBL B a LA A
BARWBL, B “AMRREMY 7 o G o BT AR o TANDUEGRETT, RN 2 R
i, wEURE EWREELE RSk, U BRI S E R R S H K

Five Traps Students Fall Into When Writing a ’Mom
Smiled’ Speech

When a whole class of forty-some students writes a gratitude speech called ’Mom
Smiled’, half the papers often read the same. The problem is not writing skill. It is
that everyone falls into the same traps. Here are five traps. Check your draft

against them after you finish.

Trap one: inventing a touching story. Some students write ’Mom picked me up in
the rain, ran a fever, and held the umbrella over my head the whole way . The
audience frowns the moment they hear it, because it does not sound real. The fix:
find one small thing from this week. Suppose you carried the grocery bags for Mom
once, and at the stairwell entrance she switched the bags to her own hands and

ruffled your hair on the way. Small is fine. Fake is fatal.
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Trap two: turning Mom’ s hard work into a misery contest. Some drafts are wall-to—
wall 'Mom rises before dawn, scrimps on everything, her hair has gone white’, which
reads like a competition of suffering. The hard-work paragraph in a gratitude speech
shows the audience facts; it is not meant to make everyone sad. The fix: keep two or
three details, stop right after them, and give the saved space to the action

paragraph.

Trap three: a call so vague nobody can act on it. ' We should honor Mom and spend
more time with her’ — spend how, doing what, nobody knows. The fix: break the call
into timed actions, such as 'clear the dishes after dinner tonight’, ’fold your own
quilt three days this week’, 'meet Mom at the door and take her bag when she gets
home’. If every item can be done tonight or this week, classmates might actually do
it.

Trap four: stacking direct addresses. 'Dear classmates’ at the start, ’oh
classmates’ in the middle, ’let us be grateful together’ at the end. Shout three
times in one speech and the audience goes numb by the third. The fix: keep one
address, put it at the head of the call paragraph, follow it straight with concrete

actions, and never shout again in between.

Trap five: opening with a grand principle. “Motherly love is the greatest of all
human emotions...’ — the moment this leaves your mouth, classmates know they are
about to hear a model essay recited. The fix: make the first sentence a scene, for
example At nine last night, Mom’ s computer screen was still lit. She was revising
tomorrow s lesson slides.’ A scene pulls people in, and the audience works out the

moral themselves.

Suggested self-check order: read the moment paragraph and ask ’did this really
happen’ ; read the hard-work paragraph and count the details; read the call paragraph
and ask of each item ’can this be done tonight’; finally count the direct addresses
and exclamation marks. Avoid all five traps, and the draft does not need fancy words

— 1t can make classmates nod on stage, and make a Mom who hears it actually smile.
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