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The Half-Sized Eraser That Spoke in the Night

After reading My Pencil Case, the part I cannot forget is the eraser that speaks.
It had been bitten into holes and was only half its original size. At night it said
it was not afraid of getting smaller through use; it was afraid of being thrown away
before it was used up. I looked at the eraser in the corner of my own pencil case. I

had bitten one of its corners off, and it had only been in use for two weeks.

My stationery is never worn out. It is lost. At the start of last term my mother
bought me six pencils and I counted them clearly. By the end of the term only two
were left in my pouch, one without its cap and one with its waist broken. As for
erasers, | lost four in one term, and every one of them was only half used. There is
a pattern to my losses: the newer an item is, the easier it disappears, because new

things look good, classmates borrow them, and borrowed things often never come back.

One more thing in the book hit me. A classmate envied the main character’ s pencil
case, but the girl said her mother had used one tin box for six years as a child. The
hinge broke twice and was fixed with wire, yet the box was never replaced. Six years.
I changed two boxes in one term. Last year I called my plastic case unfashionable and

asked for a canvas one; a month later I called that too small. My old cases were not
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lost. I retired them while every one of them still worked.

I made three plans. First, put a name sticker on every piece of stationery, ask
for borrowed things back, and ask in person if needed, because being too shy to speak
costs more than losing things. Second, take roll call for my stationery every Friday,
search the bag seams and the desk for anything missing, and write down its name so I
do not buy a duplicate. Third, before buying anything new, ask whether the old one is
used up. If it is not, the new thing is only a new waste. I do not want my stationery
to start talking the way that eraser did. If they could talk, they would have a long
list to settle with me.
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