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The Captain Who Gave Away the Lifeboats

Respected teachers, dear students: good morning everyone! Today, speaking under

the national flag, my topic is The Captain Who Gave Away the Lifeboats.

Many of you have seen or heard of the film Titanic. After the great ship struck
the iceberg, seawater crept into the hull inch by inch, and the deck fell into chaos.
In all that chaos, one man stood straight to the end: Captain Smith. There is a shot
in the film I have never forgotten. His crew urged him into a lifeboat; he shook his
head, took off his cap, handed it to the first mate he trusted most, and said only
one line: women and children first, into the boats. Boat after boat was lowered, full
of other people, while he stayed on the bridge. The water rose over his ankles, over
his knees, and he never left. He gave away his last chance to survive to someone

else.

The film ended years ago, yet I often wonder: how could Captain Smith do this? I

www. vv99. net



think it is because he valued the two words captain more than his own life. Those two
words were not glory; they were responsibility. Every soul on that ship was someone
he had to answer for. This is the quality the film teaches: responsibility. Usually
it is invisible and untouchable, yet at the most critical moment it decides what

shape a person stands in.

Students, we may never face a sinking ship in our lives, but responsibility
stands beside us every day. On duty day, wiping the blackboard clean and
straightening the desks is responsibility; promising a classmate to help him make up
a lesson and keeping that promise in heavy rain is responsibility; breaking a flower
pot, not sneaking away, but admitting it to the teacher, is responsibility too. A
person dependable in small things can be trusted with big things. A national flag
rises every single day, and it rises on the strength of countless responsible people

doing each day’ s work solidly.

So I issue this call to the whole school. First, treat your duty roster, your
homework, and your promises as posts you must stand on, and never desert one. Second,
when it is your turn to step forward, ask first whether you should, and only then
whether you are afraid. Third, tell Captain Smith’s story to your family, so more
people will remember: the one who carries others in his heart is the one fit to stand

at the highest place.

Students, may each of us carry in the heart a great ship worth guarding, and may
each of us be willing to be the last one to leave it. That ends my speech. Thank you
all!
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