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Can Any Paper Hold Up Water?

Our science textbook has the paper—holds—water experiment. I did it and
succeeded, and so did the whole class. But on the way home I chewed on a question:
the book uses card paper — would napkin paper work? Homework paper? If any paper
works, the experiment is too casual. At home I cut every paper I could find into
circles a ring wider than the glass mouth: two napkins, one sheet of homework paper,
one card, and a piece torn off an old wall calendar. Glass, water, basin — all lined

up on the dining table.

Napkin first. I laid it on, pressed it flat, turned the glass over, and the paper
collapsed the moment it took the load — water and paper crashed into the basin
together. Napkin paper disintegrates when wet; it was not that it could not hold, it

simply gave out first. Homework paper next. It held for three seconds, then its
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soaked center split open and the water came through the crack. The card was third —
steady, exactly like in class. The calendar board was the wildest: after turning it
over, I propped it on the tip of a chopstick, and it stood there holding the water on
the chopstick like the base of a little fountain. I recorded each result on the back
of a homework sheet: napkin, instant defeat; homework paper, three seconds; card,

success:; calendar board, success with overtime.

Once I saw the pattern I changed the game. I swapped in a square card, cut the
water from a full glass to half, turned it over — it still worked, only the paper
dimpled deeper. I got confused: less water, and the paper sags more? I asked my
father. He said the thing holding the paper is still the air, pushing up from below
with more strength than the water’s little head of weight; with less water pressing
down, the air has not changed, so the paper still does not fall — it dimples deeper
because the air pressure inside the empty space is adjusting. I caught the drift of

it, but I kept one line: air pushes from every direction, not only from below.

To test that line, after turning the glass upside down I slowly tilted its mouth
sideways. The paper clung to the rim, and the water still did not run. With the mouth
slanted, air pressed the paper from the lower side and held. I drew this into my lab
report: one glass with four arrows pointing at the paper from below, left, right, and
diagonally under. My science teacher drew one big red check on my report and wrote

four words: asks its own questions.

Our dining table still has a list taped to it — my paper—-for-holding—water
buying guide: must be stiff, must resist wet, must be wider than the glass mouth. My
mother once used it to pick a board for propping up the table. The textbook
experiment takes five minutes, but following its thread I questioned my way through a
whole week of evenings. Questions are like air pressure: invisible, but they really

push.

www. vv99. net



