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Do It with Your Own Hands, and You Will Discover: It
Started with a Cup of Bubbling Vinegar

Dear teachers and fellow students: good morning! The title of my speech is Do It
with Your Own Hands, and You Will Discover. Let me begin with a question: what 1is
science? Is it the definitions we memorize in textbooks? A year ago, I thought so too
— until one Saturday afternoon, in my own kitchen, I watched a cup of vinegar turn

into an erupting little volcano.

That day I read in the textbook that baking soda mixed with vinegar produces
bubbles, and I thought, so what? Soda water is full of bubbles. But my mother
encouraged me to try it myself. I found a cup, poured in half a cup of white vinegar,
added two drops of red food coloring, then scooped a spoonful of baking soda, held my

breath, and dropped it in. The instant the powder touched the vinegar, red foam
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surged up, higher and higher, over the rim, running down the cup wall like real lava
flowing from a crater. 1 jumped back in surprise, then could not resist leaning
closer. In that moment, the sentence carbon dioxide gas is produced stopped being
something I had to recite. It became something I had seen with my own eyes and made

with my own hands.

That experiment gave me a lesson I still carry: what the eyes see, we forget;
what the hands do, we truly own. Later, when we studied how plants grow toward light,
I turned my flowerpot around, and three days later the sprout really twisted back.
When we studied dissolving, I stirred sugar and sand into separate glasses of water
and watched one vanish while the other sank. Every experiment added one more secret I
discovered myself — and these secrets cannot be taken away by anyone, or crushed by

any exanm.

Fellow students, we often feel science is far from us, as if it belongs to
scientists in white coats inside laboratories. It does not. Science is right in our
hands: a cup of water, a cube of sugar, a candle, a tissue — any of them can raise a
question, any of them can be tested. So here is my proposal to everyone: starting
today, do at least one small experiment with your own hands every week, even if it
takes only five minutes; when you do it, ask one more why, and do not rush for the
answer; and if it fails, do not throw it away — a collapse, a cloudiness, no
reaction at all, is the experiment speaking to you. We can also set up a little

experiment corner in our classroom and share our discoveries with each other.

Students, stop being an audience of homework and become the main character of
discovery. The moment you make foam overflow a cup with your own hands, you will
understand: science never hides inside books. It hides behind our hands, waiting for

us to act and invite it out. Thank you all!
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