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Tell the National Flag the Whys Inside Your Heart

Respected teachers, dear fellow students: good morning! Today we speak beneath
the national flag, and my title is Tell the National Flag the Whys Inside Your Heart.
Standing under this vivid Five-Star Red Flag, let me first ask you a question: do
you, too, keep a why hidden inside your heart? Why does the needle of a compass
always point north? Why do leaves turn yellow in autumn? Why are shadows on the
playground long in the morning and short at noon? These small whys are invitations

science hands to each of us.

Let me tell you an experiment story that happened in our own school. Last term, a
third-grader noticed in nature class that no matter how she turned the compass in her

hand, the needle always stopped facing the same direction. She did not settle for the
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answer the teacher gave. She did something remarkable: for twenty—one days in a row,
after school she measured the compass direction at the same spot on the playground,
recording it with chalk lines, and she borrowed a magnet to place beside it, watching
whether the needle would swing away. After twenty—one days, her notebook was covered
with lines and discoveries: the closer the magnet, the farther the needle strayed;
take the magnet away, and the needle slowly returned to north. The whole class
gathered around her notebook, and when the principal heard, he invited her to report
to the entire school at the flag-raising ceremony. One small why had become a

remarkable inquiry.

Fellow students, that story hides three words of the scientific spirit. The first
is curiosity. What was most admirable about that classmate was not what she
discovered, but that she dared to ask one more why. The second is verification. She
did not stop at the question; she answered it with twenty-one days of measurement.
The third is persistence. One day or two is easy; twenty—one days is not. The door of
science 1s often pushed open only by persistence. Curiosity, verification,
persistence — these six characters come closer to the true face of science than any

exam Sscore.

Today, beneath the flag, on behalf of all students I issue a call to our whole
school: First, treasure every why you have. It is not a nuisance; it is the only
thing you share with a scientist. Second, answer your whys with your hands. Ask
parents, look up books, run small experiments — verify with your own hands instead
of waiting for answers. Third, speak your discoveries out loud, like that third-
grader, letting one discovery light up fifty pairs of eyes. Our school will also open
the science laboratory every Wednesday afternoon; bring your whys there to ask and to
test.

Fellow students, the Five-Star Red Flag flutters in the wind, and it is watching
us — watching whether we are a generation that dares to think, to ask, and to act.
May each of us tell the national flag the whys in our hearts, tell them to
experiments, tell them to the self who lives each day earnestly. May curiosity rise

high forever in our hearts, like this red flag. That concludes my speech. Thank you!
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