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The Words of Snowman A-Bai

The snow stopped and Duoduo built a snowman in the yard. She rolled a big
snowball for the body and a small snowball for the head. She pressed two jujube
stones into its face for eyes and stuck a short branch into its side for a hand. The
cold made her nose tip turn red. She unwound the red scarf from her own neck, wrapped
it around the neck of the snowman twice, patted its head and said: now you will not
be cold.

Just then the snowman opened its mouth: thank you, I am not cold at all. Duoduo
stepped back in surprise. The snowman said: do not be afraid, my name is A-Bai, and
you made me. Duoduo asked: can snowmen really talk. A-Bai said: ordinary snowmen

cannot talk. But you gave me your scarf, so I can talk.
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From that day on, Duoduo had somewhere to go every day after school. She squatted
in front of A-Bai and told him about school. Lin Lin in the front row cut her hair
crooked and it looked like a bird nest, and the whole desk laughed. She got a red
star on her math test. She raised her hand in Chinese class and answered a question
but got it wrong, and the whole class laughed, and she felt shy about it. A-Bai
listened quietly and never interrupted. When she finished, he said: today was a good

day.

One day a little snow fell again, and a thin white layer lay on the scarf of A-
Bai. Duoduo brushed it off and asked: will you stay here forever. A-Bai did not

answer right away.

The next morning the sun came out, and the snow on the roof began to drip. When
Duoduo came out after school, A-Bai had grown much shorter, and the red scarf hung
loose on him. Her eyes turned red. She said: A-Bai, you are getting smaller. A-Bai
smiled at her and said: do not cry. I am not disappearing, I am only going back into
water. Next winter, when the snow falls, I will come back. Duoduo asked: will you

still remember me. A-Bai said: I remember the one who gave me a scarf.

On the weekend Duoduo brought out the old gloves at home and put them on the two
branch hands of A-Bai, and used two buttons to make the buttons on his coat. Her
mother stood at the door and saw her talking and laughing at the snowman alone, and
asked her who she was talking to. Duoduo said: with my best friend. Her mother smiled

and did not ask again.

That night Duoduo put the red scarf beside her pillow. She thought that winter is

so short, but next winter will not be far away.
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