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Turning a Flat Strawberry Diary into a Real One: Three
Repairs
Take a very common flat strawberry observation diary and repair it entry by

entry. Three repairs, and the flat diary becomes a real observation diary.

The original first entry read: March 28, the strawberry plant flowered, the

flowers are white and very pretty. Very pretty is a label, not an observation. We

www. vv99. net



asked: how many flowers opened, how many petals, what is in the center. The repaired
entry: March 28, two white flowers opened on the strawberry plant, each with five
petals, and the center is a cluster of tiny yellow balls. I crouched by the
windowsill and looked at them for a long time. Once the counting is done, the word

pretty is no longer needed.

The original second entry read: April, the flower withered and a small green
strawberry grew out. This entry skips the most important process. We asked: how did
the flower wither, and where did the strawberry come from. The repaired entry: April
15, the petals of one flower dried up and fell off, and the base of the flower
swelled into a small green ball covered with tiny seeds. Mom said that is a
strawberry. I had always thought strawberries grew from pink flower buds. A child’ s
own mistaken idea being corrected by his own eyes is the best entry in the whole

diary.

The original third entry read: May 8, the strawberry turned red, I picked it and
ate it, so sweet. Turned red and so sweet are the two most worn—out phrases in fruit
diaries. We asked: which end turned red first, how big was it, and where exactly was
it sweet. The repaired entry: May 8, the strawberry at the tip was completely red,
and the other one was still half white, white near the stem. I pinched the stem and
it came off easily. The strawberry was small, not even as big as my thumb. I bit into
it. The tip was sweet, but the white part was sour. The taste is divided in two and

the redness is divided in two, and now the entry finally contains a real strawberry.

There is a fourth small flaw worth mentioning. The flat diary dates every entry
with the same day, because it was written in one sitting at the end of the month. A
real diary cannot be written that way, and the parent should not ask the child to
catch it up. The entries must be written on the days they describe, even if the entry

is only one line long.

All three repairs use one method: do not write for the child, only ask. The

original entries are reports; the answers are observations.

Parents can keep three questions ready: what did you see today, how is it
different from yesterday, which part do you find strangest. Whenever the child writes
very pretty, turned red, or so sweet, pick one of the three questions and ask it. His

answer is the new entry.

Notice also that these three repairs added not one fancy idiom. A third or fourth
grade diary does not need beautiful words. It needs the five petals, the yellow
balls, and the white part near the stem. The child’ s eyes already hold all of it;
nobody has simply asked.

One more thing: after the repairs, have the child read the diary aloud to Mom.
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When Mom hears the line about thinking strawberries grew from pink flower buds, she
will laugh out loud and add that the pink potted strawberries at the flower shop are
grown for their flowers and hardly ever bear fruit. Whatever Mom adds can go into the

diary too. An observation diary is something a whole family can thicken together.
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