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Where June 1st Comes From

Every year on June 1st, children take the stage, yet few know where this day

comes from.

The answer lies in the war years. During World War II, many children lost their
parents and their homes. In 1942, the Czech village of Lidice was destroyed: the men
were killed, the women sent to concentration camps, and the children vanished to
unknown places. After the war, the suffering of children was remembered by the whole

world.

In November 1949, the congress of the Women' s International Democratic Federation
met in Moscow, and delegates from many countries proposed that children should have a
day of their own. The congress adopted a resolution designating June 1 as

International Children’s Day, in memory of the children who perished in the war,
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calling on the world to protect children’s rights to life, health, and education.

China’s June 1lst was set at the founding of the People’s Republic. In December
1949, the government declared that June 1 would be Children’ s Day every year. Before
that, Chinese children had no unified holiday; from that year on, primary and middle

school students take a day off every June 1st.

How is June 1st celebrated in China? The liveliest place is the school. Days
before the holiday, classes start rehearsing, and on the day itself a stage goes up
on the playground, with songs, dances, skits, and recitations taking turns. Some
children perform on stage for the first time; their palms are sweaty when they step
down, but their faces shine. Many schools also hold Young Pioneers admission
ceremonies, with new members swearing an oath under the team flag. Museums,
children’ s palaces, and parks arrange special programs, and parents often take time

off to go out with their children.

Other countries have their own children’s festivals too. Japan' s Children’ s Day
falls on May 5, when tall poles in front of homes fly colorful carp streamers,
wishing children to grow strong and brave like carp leaping the Dragon Gate. Turkey’ s
Children’s Day is on April 23, when children walk into parliament, sit in the
deputies’ seats, and even play president for a day. India’s Children’s Day is on
November 14, the birthday of first Prime Minister Nehru, who said that children
decide a nation’s future. The United Nations also set November 20 as World Children’s

Day.

The dates differ, but the meaning is the same: on this day, the whole world puts

children first.
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