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A Round-the—World Trip of Childrens Days

After June 1st was over, 1 spread the world map on my desk and planned one more
long journey — this time not to see famous mountains and rivers, but to look at the

children’ s festivals of other countries.

The trip starts in Moscow. In November 1949, delegates from many countries met
there. In World War II, countless children had lost their parents and homes, and the
delegates wanted to give children a day of their own. The resolution passed, and June
1 became International Children’s Day. I put a red dot on Moscow on the map, marking

the starting point of this trip.

The next stop is Beijing. In December 1949, New China set June 1 as Children’s

Day. On that day schools put on shows, children sing and dance on stage, new Young
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Pioneers members swear their oath under the team flag, and parks, museums, and
children’ s palaces hold special programs. The red dot lands on Beijing, exactly where

we celebrate the holiday every year.

Fastward lies Tokyo. Japan’s Children’s Day falls on May 5, when every home
raises colorful carp streamers at its gate, the flags swimming upstream in the wind.
Families eat rice dumplings and rice cakes, hoping their children grow sturdy and
healthy. I remembered the street I once saw in a cartoon: a string of carp on the

rooftops, swimming slower than the clouds.

Westward lies Ankara. Turkey s Children’ s Day falls on April 23, when children
walk into parliament, sit in the deputies’ seats, and play prime minister and
president for a day, while the grown—ups stand aside and listen to the children
speak. I measured the distance on the map with my pencil: from Beijing to Ankara is

far farther than to Tokyo, yet the children celebrate just the same.

Southward lies New Delhi. India’s Children’s Day falls on November 14, the
birthday of first Prime Minister Nehru. Nehru loved children and said they decide a
nation’ s future. On that day children perform, and the grown-ups take them out to

play. New Delhi on the map is orange-yellow, like a piece of candy.

The last stop is New York. The United Nations set November 20 as World Children’s
Day, and on that night tall buildings around the world light up in blue. Next to my
red dot I added one more line in small writing: where the lights come on, there are

children.

I folded the map and stuck it back on the wall. Time zones differ, dates differ,

but at every stop on the map, a child is the most important person in the house.
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