AR &

BN LT, AN I TR AT A DS EN,  Ear. %
T EOFATAD SIS E DI K

AR PO R UNVATI DT 7 SNE® a ITEA 1 911 Rb i PR ARGEV X T v SV ER B D 1 P i 4
i, LANACRE AT, W, BURGOCIEIRE R, sk, BALE, ZHIN. XA
ER, WA/ F ARG TR, FEEE 7L, U7 1AL

MSOEIE B CRE . BABUZZLHON— MU A2, BABOE o B KBS 25 S A 21, BA
oA T g m sk b, BRDEANRMAM G TV BrL I T 238 ST, s R
KL% B S

AN b AE N LB, #9 EAIRN, ABOEE R ATk KBS 03 5 A1 BT BA 5
K, AATE ROk, MEEN R ZBGUE BT, SEAAUD SR A SRR T, SEIETA
SRR, 3T ADahe RANEAUI: LRINAR, ARG Hl, BIEMHIR, PR

RERNREE. YEN A&, AR ERAZEE, WA NEE. AT RESERM,
P NI IR B . EE S, ZBNRAPHE, KAE W . @AY B DA BIR
RIESK, VP T USELAUN R F RS D0 AR, P, M rutimsa, M
W, B T AR T

SR T, AR B AT L. AR bl — BRibE R . WmmE, A
UNZPEES S (3% N

ANILENREZ T REE RSN TORY, X RAR R, M2 AR,
Wi 7 Mafe, LRZ T HOaT—D% .

The Story of the Red Scarf

Every year on June 1lst, first and second graders face a big event: joining the
Chinese Young Pioneers and receiving the red scarf. To understand this scarf, we

first need to know where it comes from.

The red scarf is the symbol of a Young Pioneer. It is one corner of a red flag,
and its red color was dyed by the struggle of the revolutionary elders. The older
generation often says the red scarf stands for the honor of the revolution: wear it,
and be brave and honest like the elders, love the country, and care about others. The
words sound big, but they land on small things clearly: stand straight when the flag

rises, lend a hand when a classmate falls, and keep the promises you make.

The Pioneers have their own emblems. The team flag is a red flag with a five-
pointed star; the team badge shows a star, a torch, and a ribbon bearing the team s

name; the team salute raises the right hand, five fingers together, above the head,
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meaning the people’s interests come above all. When saluting, the hand must go above

the head with the arm straight — the proudest pose a child can strike.

The admission ceremony is usually held around June 1st. Classes line up on the
playground, the team flag marching at the front. The instructor reads out the names
of new members, and each name is answered with a Here from the ranks. Older members
step forward, fold the red scarf neatly, pass it around the new member’ s collar, and
tie the knot. The knot has its rules: left tip over right tip, right tip around once,
and the tip pulled through the loop — flat and tidy.

The most important part is the oath. The lead recites line by line, and the new
members clench their right fists and answer aloud, fist raised beside the ear, voices
rolling across the playground. After the oath, an older member speaks — that is the
message of good wishes. A senior talks about how nervous they were on their own
admission day, and what they learned after wearing the scarf for years: the red scarf
is not a decoration but a reminder — to keep your word, do things earnestly, and get

up without crying when you fall.

When the ceremony breaks up, children look down at the red on their chests. Some
never let it tilt the whole way home. Moms take photos, calling out little pioneer,

and the child straightens up even more.

So June 1st gains another layer of meaning: for the younger children, the day is
not only about watching shows. Starting today, a corner of the red flag rests on

their chest, and a new name rests in their heart — Young Pioneer.
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