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Fish Flying on Roofs, Three Kings on the Street

Children’s Day in China is June 1lst. But around the world, Children’s Day does
not fall on the same day, and the ways of celebrating differ even more: some are full
of fish flying in the sky, some are holidays that boys and girls take turns
celebrating, and some have three kings riding camels down the street scattering

candy.

Japan actually has two Children’s Days. March 3rd is the Doll’ s Festival, also
called Girls’ Day. Families set up tiered doll stands, with the emperor and empress
on the topmost tier and court ladies and musicians below, and girls invite friends to
admire the dolls and eat diamond-shaped rice cakes. May 5th is Boys’ Day. Families
with boys raise tall poles in their yards and string up carp streamers to flutter in
the wind. The big black one stands for father, the red one for mother, and the
smaller ones for the children. Why carp? An old legend says carp swim upstream and
can even leap over the Dragon Gate, so grown—ups hope boys will be brave and
persistent, like carp unafraid of rapids. Samurai dolls and little suits of armor are

displayed in the house that day too, wishing the child strength and health.
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Sweden’ s Children’s Day is quite special: boys and girls celebrate on separate
days. October 7th is Boy s Day, when boys get to wear crowns, eat candy, and receive
small gifts, and some shops hold special events for boys. December 19th is Girl’s
Day, when girls become the protagonists and wear candle crowns — a tradition from the
old legend of Saint Lucia, in which the eldest daughter of a household rose early,
put on a white gown and a crown, and served coffee and saffron buns to her family.
Swedes say splitting the holiday in two is fair: boys and girls each get a day that

is entirely their own.

In Spain, the most important day for children is actually Three Kings’ Day on
January 6th. The night of January 5th brings the liveliest parade: three kings ride
camels down the street waving to the crowd, and attendants behind them throw
basketfuls of candy to the children on both sides. Kids rush out with hats and
pockets to catch candy, and the streets are packed. Children place their shoes on the
windowsill, and legend says the kings leave gifts in the shoes of those who have
behaved well all year. So for Spanish children, the excitement of Three Kings’ Day is

no less than Christmas.

Look: fish fly above Japanese rooftops, boys and girls in Sweden take turns
wearing crowns, and three kings scatter candy down Spanish streets. The dates differ,
the customs differ, but the feeling is the same - on that day, every child in the

world is the most important person.
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