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Our Class’s World Children’ s Day Party

On June 1st our class skipped the usual dance and held a World Children’s Day
party instead. Our teacher said: Children’s Day around the world is not just June 1st
— go find out yourselves, and act it out yourselves. The class split into three

groups, and the show began a week later.

Group one performed Japan. Several boys sewed three big carp from cloth, propped
them on bamboo poles by the classroom window, and with the fan running, the fish
swam. They explained: Japan’s Boys’ Day is May 5th, when families fly carp streamers
— the black carp is father, the red one mother, the small one the child — because in
an old legend carp leap over the Dragon Gate, and grown—ups hope their children will
have courage. The girls set up a table covered with red cloth and arranged paper
dolls tier by tier, saying this is Girls’ Day on March 3rd, when families display
dolls to wish girls health. Afterwards they handed out diamond-shaped biscuits,

saying they were imitating the colored rice cakes.
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Group two performed Sweden. Their leader opened by announcing: Sweden splits its
Children’s Day — Boy’ s Day on October 7th, Girl’ s Day on December 19th. The moment he
finished, every boy in class put on a paper crown and got a candy. The girls
protested; the leader said wait — the girls’ day is bigger — and the girls came out
wearing candle crowns made from paper tubes and yellow cardstock, standing in for
Saint Lucia’s crown of candles. They told the old legend: on the morning of December
19th the eldest daughter of a household wears the crown, puts on a white gown, and
serves coffee and bread to the whole family. The audience listened intently until

someone asked whether boys ever serve too, and the whole class laughed.

Group three performed Spain - and was the messiest of all. Three classmates wore
crowns, draped bedsheets over themselves, rode office chairs as camels, and paraded
around the classroom, explaining that this is Three Kings’ Day on January 6th, and
that on the night of January 5th the three kings take to the streets. The students
behind them grabbed a bag of fruit candy and scattered it down the aisle while the
whole class dove to the floor to scramble for it, candy wrappers crunching underfoot.
The narrator shouted: well-behaved children get gifts in their shoes; naughty ones
get only coal! Hands snatching candy shot straight up: I have been extremely good

this year!

When the party broke up, our teacher asked what we had noticed. One classmate
said: Japan watches fish, Sweden wears crowns, Spain grabs candy. Our teacher nodded:
the dates differ, the games differ, but every country s grown—ups share one and the
same heart — treating children as the most important people there are. By the
classroom window, the cloth carp were still swimming, bellies billowing in the fan’s

breeze.
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