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The Words on the Backdrop

Every year on June 1st, the stage backdrop at schools carries two things: a theme
slogan and an event emblem. We watch the shows, we play the games, but these two

things are worth pausing to look at.

First, the slogan. Children’s Day in China has a theme slogan almost every year,
released before the holiday by schools, the Young Pioneers, and women s federations
at various levels, printed on banners and written on backdrops. The slogan changes
from year to year, but you can hear a thread running through it: some years speak of
ideals, urging children to grow big ambitions and be little masters of the nation’s
dreams; some years speak of health, of exercising happily and growing up strong; some
years speak of companionship and family values, of reading and playing sports

together with your children:; still others speak of environmental care and labor, of
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bringing waste sorting into schoolbags and teaching hands to work. Lined up year by
year, the slogans read like a tiny chronicle: whatever the country cared about most

that year, you can find it in the words.

Next, the emblem - the event’s logo design. Children’s Day artwork keeps
returning to a handful of motifs: the sun, red scarves, kites, balloons, five-pointed
stars, flying doves, and sometimes a big Six—One or a leaping child. These images are
not picked at random. The sun stands for warmth and hope, and children are like the
morning sun; the red scarf shows this is the Pioneers’ own festival; kites and doves
stand for freedom and dreams — the string is in the child’ s hand, the sky is for the
child to measure; the five-pointed star links back to the one on the team flag,
reminding children where today’ s happiness came from. Whether a design is good

depends on whether these symbols get explained, not just painted in bright colors.

Together, the slogan and the emblem tell the meaning of the festival. Children’s
Day is not a day off out of thin air. It commemorates years when children went
hungry, lost their schooling, or were swept into wars, and it reminds today s
children that having a place to study, care when they fall ill, and company when they
play did not come easily. So each year’ s slogan passes a message to the children: you
are held in the heart of the whole society; and the sun and kites on the emblem draw

that care into a picture.

Next time you stand before the backdrop, don’t just wait for the show to start.
Read the slogan, and count how many symbols hide in the emblem. Understand those two

things, and your June 1st holds one layer more than the performance alone.
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Our Class Designed Our Own Emblem

Before this year’s June 1st, our homeroom teacher made an announcement: the
emblem for this year’ s grade-level event would be designed by us. The requirements
went on the blackboard: the design must come with a reason you can explain, and your

class must pair it with its own slogan.

The class buzzed — and argued. The best artist in the room drew a big sun, saying
the sun stands for hope and the children of June 1st are like the sun at eight in the
morning. Someone objected at once: the sun is too ordinary; it shows up every year.
Another student picked it up: then give the sun a red scarf! One sentence merged two
things — the sun is the child, and the red scarf says this is the Pioneers’ own

festival. The idea passed unanimously.

The second motif sparked a bigger fight. Some wanted balloons, some wanted doves;
in the end the class settled on a kite. The reason came out in a class meeting:
balloons look pretty, but one gust carries them off; a kite is different — the string
is in your own hand, and it flies high because you run and let it out yourself. Our
teacher added: look, the team badge bears a torch too, and the torch stands for
light. So a small cluster of flames was tied to the kite’s string, the kite flying
upward carrying light. As for the five—pointed star, the class agreed unanimously to
place it at the very top of the emblem — it is on the team flag and on the team
badge, and it stands for the leadership of the Communist Party of China; putting it
on top is only right.

The slogan line was copied, crossed out, and rewritten. We first wrote Happy
Holiday - too thin. Then, digging through references, we found that each year’s
national Children’s Day slogan leans a different way: some speak of ambition, some of
healthy growth, some of labor and the environment. We remembered the proudest thing

our class did last term — an entire row of trees we planted in the schoolyard
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survived — so we set the slogan as: as high as a kite, as solid as a sapling. High is
the ideal, solid is the labor - exactly the two words the national slogans keep

returning to.

The day the emblem went up on the wall, little kids from lower grades craned
their necks for a long while, then ran over to ask: what is that fire on the kite?
The designer explained: it is the torch’s light, traveling with the kite — it means
fly toward the heights, and fly toward the light. The little kid said oh, and added
that this one was better than last year’ s picture that only said happy, because this

one lets you ask questions.

Our teacher heard it and said with a smile: what is an emblem? An emblem is the
festival speaking to the children, drawn as a picture. This year you not only

understood it — you learned to speak it yourselves.
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The 01d Slogans on the Display Wall

At the end of the school corridor stands a history display wall, and the week of
June 1st it had new content: dozens of old photographs from past Children’ s Days, and

above them a row of copied old banners, one slogan per banner.

I am the student guide for this wall. Most visitors are first graders, who crane
their necks and ask: why are these words different from the ones hung at school this
year? I tell them that Children’s Day in China has had a theme slogan almost every
year, and it keeps changing. In earlier years the slogans often carried phrases like
study hard and make progress every day, about schoolwork and skills; later healthy
growth and happy childhood became common, about bodies and spirits; in recent years
labor, the environment, and family values have appeared in the slogans — do your own
things yourself, make friends with good books. Read them one by one and you find:
whatever the country valued most in a given stretch of years, that is what the slogan
wrote. This is not swapping words at random; it is grown-ups caring for children in

changing ways.

The little visitors also love the old emblems in the photos. For decades,
Children’ s Day emblems and posters have kept using the same handful of motifs: the
sun, red scarves, kites, balloons, five—pointed stars, doves of peace. 1 take them
apart photo by photo: the sun is hope, and children are like the morning sun; the red
scarf shows this is the Pioneers’ own festival; the kite's string is in the child’ s
hand, meaning dreams are flown by yourself; the five-pointed star is the same one on
the team flag, standing for the leadership of the Communist Party of China; the dove
of peace reminds children that this festival began with children who suffered in war.

The old emblems were plainly drawn, but every element has its source.

At the end of the tour I take them to the note at the end of the wall, which
tells where the festival came from: in the 1940s, tens of thousands of children died
or lost their schooling in the war, and people later established the June 1st
Children’ s Day to remember those children and to remind all grown—ups to keep
children in their hearts. So June 1st is not just one day of play. The slogan is what
the festival says, the emblem is the festival’ s portrait, and the origin is the debt
the festival remembers — put the three together and you have the whole of Children’s

Day.

When the visit ended, one little first grader wrote in the guest book: so the
slogans change, but the caring never changes. I read it aloud to everyone in the
guide team. When the display wall was updated the next year, a row of blank banners
was left at the very bottom, reserved for the next grade of students to write their

own year s slogan.

www. vv99. net



www. vv99. net



