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The 01d Slogans on the Display Wall

At the end of the school corridor stands a history display wall, and the week of
June 1st it had new content: dozens of old photographs from past Children’s Days, and

above them a row of copied old banners, one slogan per banner.

I am the student guide for this wall. Most visitors are first graders, who crane
their necks and ask: why are these words different from the ones hung at school this
year? I tell them that Children’s Day in China has had a theme slogan almost every
year, and it keeps changing. In earlier years the slogans often carried phrases like
study hard and make progress every day, about schoolwork and skills; later healthy
growth and happy childhood became common, about bodies and spirits; in recent years
labor, the environment, and family values have appeared in the slogans — do your own
things yourself, make friends with good books. Read them one by one and you find:
whatever the country valued most in a given stretch of years, that is what the slogan

wrote. This is not swapping words at random; it is grown—-ups caring for children in
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changing ways.

The little visitors also love the old emblems in the photos. For decades,
Children’ s Day emblems and posters have kept using the same handful of motifs: the
sun, red scarves, kites, balloons, five—pointed stars, doves of peace. I take them
apart photo by photo: the sun is hope, and children are like the morning sun; the red
scarf shows this is the Pioneers’ own festival; the kite's string is in the child’ s
hand, meaning dreams are flown by yourself; the five-pointed star is the same one on
the team flag, standing for the leadership of the Communist Party of China; the dove
of peace reminds children that this festival began with children who suffered in war.

The old emblems were plainly drawn, but every element has its source.

At the end of the tour I take them to the note at the end of the wall, which
tells where the festival came from: in the 1940s, tens of thousands of children died
or lost their schooling in the war, and people later established the June 1st
Children’ s Day to remember those children and to remind all grown-ups to keep
children in their hearts. So June 1st is not just one day of play. The slogan is what
the festival says, the emblem is the festival' s portrait, and the origin is the debt
the festival remembers — put the three together and you have the whole of Children’s
Day.

When the visit ended, one little first grader wrote in the guest book: so the
slogans change, but the caring never changes. I read it aloud to everyone in the
guide team. When the display wall was updated the next year, a row of blank banners
was left at the very bottom, reserved for the next grade of students to write their

own year s slogan.
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