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Our Class Designed Our Own Emblem

Before this year’s June 1st, our homeroom teacher made an announcement: the
emblem for this year’ s grade-level event would be designed by us. The requirements
went on the blackboard: the design must come with a reason you can explain, and your

class must pair it with its own slogan.

The class buzzed - and argued. The best artist in the room drew a big sun, saying
the sun stands for hope and the children of June 1st are like the sun at eight in the
morning. Someone objected at once: the sun is too ordinary; it shows up every year.
Another student picked it up: then give the sun a red scarf! One sentence merged two
things — the sun is the child, and the red scarf says this is the Pioneers’ own

festival. The idea passed unanimously.

The second motif sparked a bigger fight. Some wanted balloons, some wanted doves:

in the end the class settled on a kite. The reason came out in a class meeting:
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balloons look pretty, but one gust carries them off; a kite is different — the string
is in your own hand, and it flies high because you run and let it out yourself. Our
teacher added: look, the team badge bears a torch too, and the torch stands for
light. So a small cluster of flames was tied to the kite’s string, the kite flying
upward carrying light. As for the five—pointed star, the class agreed unanimously to
place it at the very top of the emblem — it is on the team flag and on the team
badge, and it stands for the leadership of the Communist Party of China; putting it
on top is only right.

The slogan line was copied, crossed out, and rewritten. We first wrote Happy
Holiday - too thin. Then, digging through references, we found that each year’s
national Children’s Day slogan leans a different way: some speak of ambition, some of
healthy growth, some of labor and the environment. We remembered the proudest thing
our class did last term - an entire row of trees we planted in the schoolyard
survived — so we set the slogan as: as high as a kite, as solid as a sapling. High is
the ideal, solid is the labor - exactly the two words the national slogans keep

returning to.

The day the emblem went up on the wall, little kids from lower grades craned
their necks for a long while, then ran over to ask: what is that fire on the kite?
The designer explained: it is the torch’s light, traveling with the kite — it means
fly toward the heights, and fly toward the light. The little kid said oh, and added
that this one was better than last year’ s picture that only said happy, because this

one lets you ask questions.

Our teacher heard it and said with a smile: what is an emblem? An emblem is the
festival speaking to the children, drawn as a picture. This year you not only

understood it — you learned to speak it yourselves.
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