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The Words on the Backdrop

Every year on June 1st, the stage backdrop at schools carries two things: a theme
slogan and an event emblem. We watch the shows, we play the games, but these two

things are worth pausing to look at.

First, the slogan. Children’s Day in China has a theme slogan almost every year,
released before the holiday by schools, the Young Pioneers, and women s federations
at various levels, printed on banners and written on backdrops. The slogan changes
from year to year, but you can hear a thread running through it: some years speak of
ideals, urging children to grow big ambitions and be little masters of the nation’s
dreams; some years speak of health, of exercising happily and growing up strong; some
years speak of companionship and family values, of reading and playing sports
together with your children; still others speak of environmental care and labor, of
bringing waste sorting into schoolbags and teaching hands to work. Lined up year by

year, the slogans read like a tiny chronicle: whatever the country cared about most
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that year, you can find it in the words.

Next, the emblem - the event’s logo design. Children’s Day artwork keeps
returning to a handful of motifs: the sun, red scarves, kites, balloons, five-pointed
stars, flying doves, and sometimes a big Six—One or a leaping child. These images are
not picked at random. The sun stands for warmth and hope, and children are like the
morning sun; the red scarf shows this is the Pioneers’ own festival; kites and doves
stand for freedom and dreams — the string is in the child’ s hand, the sky is for the
child to measure; the five-pointed star links back to the one on the team flag,
reminding children where today’ s happiness came from. Whether a design is good

depends on whether these symbols get explained, not just painted in bright colors.

Together, the slogan and the emblem tell the meaning of the festival. Children’s
Day is not a day off out of thin air. It commemorates years when children went
hungry, lost their schooling, or were swept into wars, and it reminds today s
children that having a place to study, care when they fall ill, and company when they
play did not come easily. So each year’ s slogan passes a message to the children: you
are held in the heart of the whole society; and the sun and kites on the emblem draw

that care into a picture.

Next time you stand before the backdrop, don’t just wait for the show to start.
Read the slogan, and count how many symbols hide in the emblem. Understand those two

things, and your June 1st holds one layer more than the performance alone.
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