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Turning a Flat House on Mango Street Reflection into a

Real One: Three Repairs

Take a very common flat reflection on The House on Mango Street and repair it

spot by spot. Three repairs, and the flat essay becomes a real one.
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The original opening read: this book tells about Esperanza’s life on Mango
Street, and I was deeply moved. Deeply moved is a label, not a reflection. We asked:
which page moved you? The repaired opening: the family says they are moving to a real
house, but the house on Mango Street is small and cramped with crooked steps, and
Esperanza cries. I stopped for a while at that page, because last year my own family
moved, and I was disappointed too, for a whole week. Once the memory is written out,

the words deeply moved are no longer needed.

The original middle read: Esperanza kept wanting a house, and I realized I should
cherish the life I have. This sentence skips past the most important thing in the
book. We asked: what does the house she wants actually look like? The repaired
middle: Esperanza says she wants a house quiet as snow and airy as a bird, with a
tree out front, and she wants to invite the bums in from the street to drink ginger
ale. What she wants is not a big house but a place of her own that she can leave and
come back to. Only after the house is described can the reflection stand on something

solid.

The original ending read: I must study hard and become a useful person when I
grow up. This ending does not belong to this book. The book is about a girl who
decides to leave and also decides to come back. We asked: what tool does Esperanza
choose? The repaired ending: Esperanza chooses writing. She carries a notebook and
writes down the people on Mango Street, one by one. I do not have to write a book,
but I can write down the people around me, starting with my own family. This ending

stands on top of the book instead of floating away from it.

All three repairs use the same method: replace the report with the page that
moved you. Phrases like deeply moved, I realized, and I must are placeholders. Fill

every one of them with one detail from the book plus one true thing about yourself.

There is one more flaw worth naming by itself. The original retold the plot for
three hundred words and left one hundred for the reflection. A reading reflection is
a reflection, not a summary. Cut the retelling in half, and spend the saved words on
yourself: your own disappointment, your own room, your own family. The book is only

the doorway; the room has to be you.

Notice also that none of the three repairs added a fancy phrase. A sixth grade
reflection does not need beautiful language. It needs the crooked steps, the ginger
ale, the notebook. All of those are already in the book, and all of them are things a

real reader would remember.

Parents can help the same way they help with any reflection: ask, do not write.
Three questions are enough. Which sentence did you stop on? What did it remind you of
in your own life? If you could ask Esperanza one question, what would it be? The

answers to those three questions become the new paragraphs, and they come out of the
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child’ s mouth, not the adult’s.

One last thing: this book is made of dozens of short pieces, and every reader
remembers different pieces. So your reflection is guaranteed to be different from
your deskmate’ s, and you do not need to copy the same set of thoughts. Remembering

different pieces is itself the proof that you read the book yourself.
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